
Simermeyer, Sequoyah

From: Hartgrove, Monique
Sent: Wednesday, January 04, 2012 6:13 PM
To: LeaderCharge, Carol
Cc: Tsosie, Paul; Simermeyer, Sequoyah; Cloud, Laura; Renick, Hillary E; Garcia, Doug; Fleming,

Lee

Subject: FW: Perkins Coie FOIA request to BIA re: Tejon Indian Tribe
Attachments: Perkins Coie FOIA request to BIA re Tejon Indian Tribe, Jan 4 2012.pdf
Importance: High

Good evening:

The attached request has been received and is not yet assigned a FOIA Control number. The Office of Federal
Acknowledgment was not involved in this process and will not have records responsive to this request. It is my
understanding that Mr. Echohawk, Paul Tsosie and Sequoyah Simermeyer may have records relative to what this
requester seeks. We will need AS -IA to conduct a search and coordinate a response with the Pacific region, provided
they have records. At this time I am not yet going to issue a letter to address to requester that OFA has no records. I will
need further indication of what is out there and who will respond to what.

This request will be assigned to the Pacific Region and to AS -IA. Please respond regarding this matter. Carol, please
conduct the search with Mr. Echohawk. Thanksl

Monique

From: Hartgrove, Monique On Behalf Of FOIA
Sent: Wednesday, January 04, 2012 5:08 PM
To: Clifford, Juanita; Fleming, Lee; Garcia, Doug; Russell, Lorrae
Cc: Cloud, Laura; Renick, Hillary E
Subject: FW: Perkins Cole FOIA request to BIA re: Tejon Indian Tribe
Importance: High

Not yet in the system. Copy forwarded as a heads up.

From: Hancock, Georgia V. (Perkins Cole) fmailto:GHancock gerkinscoi? cnm1
Sent: Wednesday, January 04, 2012 4:58 PM
To: FOIA

Cc: MacLean, Jena (Perkins Cole)
Subject: Perkins Cole FOIA request to BIA re: Tejon Indian Tribe

To Whom It May Concern:

On behalf of my supervising attorney, Jena MacLean, please see the attached FOIA request, addressed to the attention
of the following FOIA contacts:

Ms. Laura Cloud, FOIA Officer, Office of Asst. Secretary/BIA
Mr. Douglas Garcia, FOIA Coordinator, BIA Pacific Regional Office
Ms. Juanita Clifford, FOIA Coordinator, OFA/AS -IA

Please do not hesitate to contact myself or Ms. MacLean should you have any questions. Thank.you in advance.
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Very truly yours,

Georgia Hancock, jo Pertains Coie LAP
Environment, Energy & Resources Practice Group Project Coordinator
700 Thirteenth Street N.W. Smite 600

Washington, D.C. 20005 -3960
Phone: 2i)  .654.3324

Fax: 202.6:14.6211

Email: GHancockanerkinscois.com

IRS CIRCULAR 230 DISCLOSURE: To ensure compliance with Treasury Department and IRS regulations, we inform you
that, unless expressly indicated otherwise, any federal tax advice contained in this communication (including any
attachments) is not Intended or written by Perkins Coie LLP to be used, and cannot be used by the taxpayer, for the
purpose of (i) avoiding penalties that may be imposed on the taxpayer under the Internal Revenue Code or (Ii) promoting,
marketing or recommending to another party any transaction or matter addressed herein (or any attachments).

NOTICE: This communication may contain privileged or other confidential information. If you have received it in error,
please advise the sender by reply email and immediately delete the message and any attachments without copying or
disclosing the contents. Thank you.
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Perki - n  '
Coie

loo Thirteenth Street, N.W., Suite 600

Washington, D.C.200OS•396o
Jennifer A. Maclean PHONL! 262.654.6200.
mol4r:: (202)434 -1648 FAX: 202.654.6211
FAX:  ( 202) 654 -966 www.perkinscoie.com
EMAIL; JMad.can@perkinscoie.com

January 4, 2012

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL TO' FOIAABIA.GOV

Ms: Laura Cloud, FOIA Officer Mr: Douglas Garcia, FOIA Coordinator
Office of Asst. Secretary /BIA Bureau of Indian Affairs

MS -3071, MIB Pacific. Regional Office
1849 C Street. NW 2800 Cottage Way

Washington, DC 20240 Sacramento, CA 95825

Ms. Juanita Clifford, FOIA Coordinator

Department of the Interior — OFA/AS -IA
MS 3413-SIB

1951 Constitution Ave, NW
Washington, DC 2025.1

Re:    Request under. FOIA for Materials Pertaining to Reaffirmation of Tejon
Indian Tribe's Government -to- Government Status

Dear Ms. Cloud, Mr. Garcia and Ms. Clifford:

Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act ( "FOIA "), 5 U.S.C. §§ 552 et seq., and the

Department of the Interior FOIA regulations at 43 C.F.R. Part 2, 1 am writing to request
information regarding the Bureau of Indian Affairs' recent decision to reaffirm the government-
to- government relationship between the Tejon.Indian Tribe of California and the federal
government.

We are seeking all documents pertaining to Assistant Secretary Echo Hawk's Reaffirmation of
the.Tejoi Indian "tribe's government -to- government status, issued by the BIA, and covered in- a
U.S. Department of the Interior Office of the Secretary News Release dated January 3, 2012.
See-attached.)  We request that you include any and all documents related to the Tejon Indian
bribe, materials filed in conjunction with their notice of intent to petition for acknowledgment,
documents relating to their reaffirmation, evidence supporting demonstrating B.IA's error in
failing to include the Tribe on the list of Indian Entities Recognized and Eligible to Receive
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January 4 2012
Page 2

Services the United States Bureau of Indian Affairs, and any -other documents, including
but'not limited to legal or factual analyses supporting their reaffirmation as opposed to
proceeding under the Part 83 recognition process.  We are filing this request with BIA, as well as
with the Office of Federal Acknowledgment/Assistant Secretary4n. dian Affairs and the Pacific.
Regional Office, in case documents pertaining to this decision are located in more than one
office.  Please consult with additional offices if this allows you to provide amore thorough
response.

For purposes of this.request, the term documents should be construed in the broadest sense to
include letters, memoranda, facsimiles and facsimile cover sheets, telephone message logs,
emails, calendar entries, tapes /cds /dvds, transcripts, meeting notes, and any other responsive
materials.  Such documents should. be included regardless of their source, including personal
computers, cell phones, or other means of communication.  In the event that you believe any of
the documents requested in this letter may not be disclosed in their entirety, we request that you
release any disclosable material that can be reasonably segregated.  In addition, please state with
specificity the legal and factual grounds for withholding any document or portions of a
document, including a reasonably detailed description of the material being withheld.  While we
would prefer electronic files, please provide the materials in the format that allows for the most
rapid response possible.

In light of a recent Presidential directive urging transparency in government, we request full
disclosure.  In his January 21, 2009, memorandum, President Obama directed that "[ijll agencies
should adopt a presumption in favor of disclosure."  74 Fed. Reg. 4,683 (Jan. 26,2009).. 'Phis
presumption in favor of disclosure was reinforced by Attorney General Holder's March 19,
2009, memorandum to agency heads in which he "strongly encourages" agencies to make
discretionary disclosures.  He states that FOIA denials will only be defended "if (1) the agency
reasonably foresees that disclosure would harm an interest. protected by one of the statutory
exemptions, or (2) disclosure is prohibited by law."  Further, Secretary Salazar's June 2, 2009,
memorandum to all Department of the Interior employees regarding Attorney General Holder's
guidelines further emphasized the importance of accountability and transparency: "The
Department will only withhold information when we reasonably can foresee that its release
would harm an interest protected. by a FOIA exemption (e.g., our national security or the privacy
interests of individuals) or-when disclosure is prohibited by.statute.

Please note that Perkins Coic is willing to pay for the. processing of this request.  If you are able
to provide us with a cost estimate at the beginning of the process, please do so.  For purposes of
fee classification, Perkins Coie should be considered in the category of òther.'  We are engaged
in the practice of Indian law, and this information is critical to our informed representation of our
Indian law. clients.  Moreover, since the information requested herein is not readily available to
the general public, its release through FOIA is likely to contribute significantly to public
understanding of the operations or activities of .BIA with regard to reaffirmation of Indian tribes.
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Page 3

In light of the foregoing, we request that your office. respond with all the records responsive to
this request, in complete and unredacted form, within twenty working days, as required by the
FOIA.  5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(6)(A)(i).

Thank. you for your immediate attention to this request.  Please contactme at (202) 434 -1648 if
you have any questions.

Very t y yours,

J na A.   acLean
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U.S. Department
of the Interior

News Relea

Office of the Assistant Secretary- Indian Affairs

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT:    Ncdra Darling
January 3, 2012 202 - 219 -4152

Echo Hawk Issues Reaffirmation of the Tejon Indian Tribe's Government-
to- Government Status

WASHINGTON, D.C.— In a letter to the Tejon Indian Tribe of California, Assistant Secretary – Indian

Affairs Larry Echo Hawk reaffirmed the federal relationship between the United States and the Tejon
Indian Tribe.  The Assistant Secretary's letter confirms that the Tribe has a relationship with the federal
government.

The Tejon Indian Tribe first requested confirmation of its status in 2006.  Due to an administrative error,
the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) failed for several years to place the Tejon Indian Tribe on the list of
federally recognized tribes that the BIA is required to publish annually.  That list, entitled "Indian Entities
Recognized and Eligible to Receive Services from the United States Bureau of Indian Affairs," was last
published in the Federal Register on October 1, 2010 at 75 FR 60810, and the list was supplemented on
October 27, 2010 at 75 FR 66124.

In his letter to the Tejon Indian Tribe, the Assistant Secretary stated that "[u]pon review of the facts and
history of this matter, including prior Assistant Secretaries' decisions, I herby reaffirm the federal
relationship between the United States and the Tejon Indian Tribe, thus concluding the long and
unfortunate omission of the Tejon Indian Tribe from the list of federally recognized tribes."

The Assistant Secretary- Indian Affairs discharges the duties of the Secretary of the Interior with the
authority and direct responsibility to strengthen the government -to- government relationship with the
nation's 566 federally recognized tribes, advocate policies that support Indian self- determination, protect
and preserve Indian trust assets, and administer a wide array of laws, regulations and functions relating-to
American Indian and Alaska Native tribes, tribal members and individual trust beneficiaries. The
Assistant Secretary oversees the Bureau of Indian Affairs and the Bureau of Indian Education. For more
information, visit www.indianaffairs.gov

DOI-
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